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BIODIVERSITY NOTES 
... Frank Scheelings 


At the March meeting we were 
delighted as usual by the 
opportunity to handle and examine 
a variety of species brought in by 
the members. These included 
some very large scorpions brought 
in by Dave King from his most 
recent expedition up north, and an 
equally impressive Mygalomorph 
spider of the Theraphosid family, or 
brush footed spider. We were given 
the opportunity to see at close hand 
a beautiful Long-eared Bat brought 
in by Janny Chester and mused at 
length in trying to determine 
whether it was of the Greater or 
Lesser variety. Son Rys insisted we 
all watch his recently acquired 
Blue-tongue lizard devour several 
snails in a most unsavoury fashion, 
putting us off French cuisine for 
life. 


Following the ‘specimen table’ 
Frank Scheelings gave a brief talk, 
accompanied by some excellent 
slides of the dragonfly family. This 
order, Odonata, is a very ancient 
insect order with the wing-span of 
some fossil species exceeding 72 
cm . The 2 main groups are 
Zygoptera (=equal wings) or 
damselflies, and Anisoptera 
(=unequal wings) or dragonflies. 
The differences between the two 
were described as well as an 
outline of their biology, life cycle 
and mating behaviour. Following 
the slides we had the opportunity to 
examine a number of different 
species under the microscope and 
admire the delicate beauty of some 
live specimens. 


Our next excursion will be on April 
8 when we will go spotlighting at 
Inverleigh Common. 


Note this is a Saturday rather than 
the usual Sunday, so we can all 
sleep in after the evenings 
activities. 


Spotlighting will follow an afternoon 
walk and BYO barbeque tea. 


We will meet at Fyansford Hotel 
carpark at 1.00 pm. then on to 
Inverleigh. 


BIRD GROUP OUTING 
... Polly Cutcliffe 


Brian Hart, who is a member of the 
Friends of Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve, has kindly agreed to lead 
us through the reserve to enjoy its 
varied bird life. 


Meet at the Belmont Kmart 
carpark—corner near the traffic 
lights— at 8.30 am or the O.G.N.R. 
car park at 9.00 am. 


Finish about 12:30. See Rhonda 
Jenning’s report on page 8. 


o 


In this issue... 

e We officially welcome Frank 
Scheelings as convener of the 
Biodiversity Group. This month 
we have the first of his reports — 
with the aid of one of the group. 

e Valda just could not contain 
herself and gives us some ideas 
for a ramble or two. 

e A new contributor, Rob 
MacKenzie, gives us a very, 
very detailed report of nesting 
Eastern Rosellas, almost. down 
to each and every ‘squawk’. 

e Polly has been at it again, this 
time in absentia. 

e We have a new editor and a 
new Membership Officer? 
Who are they — see page 9. 

o 


THE PRESIDENT STEPS 
DOWN 


Barry Lingham has served his two 
year term as President and- in 
compliance with the club rules 
must step down. 


On behalf of all members | would 
like to thank Barry for his service 
to the club. 


With a family, including 
teenagers, we can only admire his 
dedication to natural history in 
general and our club in particular 
for the hours he has spent on our 
behalf during his term. 


EXCURSION NOTICE 
... Barry Lingham 


April 16th 
Lal Lal - Mt Doran - Dolly's Creek 


Leaders: Barry Lingham 
Gordon McCarthy 


Assemble at Karingal by 8:50 am 
for a 9:00 am departure. We will 
take the minimum number of cars 
as part of the trip is on dirt roads 
and extra cars raise extra dust. 


Pick-up of members living to the 
north of Geelong at the Fyansford 
Hotel at 9:15 am. 


Proceed towards Ballarat past 
Elaine to Clarendon where we turn 
right towards Lal Lal (signposted). 


We will spend a short time at Lal 
Lal Falls, then back track to visit 
the Bungal Dam area to view the 
old Blast Furnace and historic 
walk. 


From Bungal Dam we will travel 
through open Peppermint forest to 
Mt Doran and then on to the Dolly’s 
Creek Forest area, situated on the 
Moorabool River. This is an 
interesting area that not many 
people have visited. The home 
route is then through Morrison and 
Meredith back to Geelong. 


Bring food, drink, strong shoes, 
binoculars and an enthusiasm to 
investigate a new area. 


NEW MEMBERS 


The following new members 
joined in March 


Ms J Brown 
Mr & Mrs Neil Chester 
Mrs Carolyn MacAfee 
Mrs Margaret Rotherham 
Mr Roger Taylor 
Mr Anthony Welsh 


We wish them an enjoyable 
association with the club. 
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH VALDA 


... Valda Dedman Q 


Geelong Blues and... 


No, I am not feeling low. Blue is my favourite colour. Imagine my delight at Mud Islands at finding Chequered 
Blue butterflies in their hundreds, flying about the saltbush and the Sea Rocket. There was some mating going 
on - up to four butterflies seemingly locked together, two lucky ones and two hangers-on. Perhaps the females 
had just emerged from their chrysalises and the males were there waiting in anticipation, as they are wont to do. 
The caterpillars are grey-green and wrinkled, well camouflaged among saltbush leaves. 


Blue butterflies, the Lycaenids, are the most numerous Australian group. The larvae, which are somewhat 
flattened and slater-like, with the head hidden beneath the body, often live in association with ants, as does ‘our’ 
Small Ant-blue and the Fiery Jewel. There is some marvellous butterfly information on the Internet at the 
Museum of Victoria website http:/Awww.mov.gov.vic.au. It includes the latitude and longitude of the butterflies in 
the museum's collection. Of 282 records for the Fiery Jewel, 104 were from Ocean Grove and one butterfly had 
been collected from right beside the Moorabool Street bridge. | think we could claim it for Belmont Common. 


Fiery Jewels may perhaps still be found at Inverleigh Common or the Bannockburn bushland, where wattles and 
coconut ants co-exist. 


The Geelong blues, from the museum's maps include 


e Common Grass-blue (You Yangs, Lara, Belmont ) 

e Pea Blue (You Yangs) 

e Olane Azure (You Yangs, Brisbane Ranges) 

e Rayed Blue (You Yangs, Brisbane Ranges) 

+ Double-spotted Line Blue (You Yangs, Ocean Grove) 

+ Blotched Blue (Anglesea) 

e Common Dusky Blue (Anglesea) 

+ Chequered Blue (You Yangs, Limeburners Bay, Ocean Grove, Queenscliff) 
e Fiery Jewel (Ocean Grove, Belmont) 

+ Small Ant-blue (Ocean Grove, 192 records Barwon Heads, 5 records) 
e Small Copper (Limeburners Bay, Pt Henry, Belmont, Pt Lonsdale) 


They are all very small butterflies, only 20-30 cm (wings folded, no bigger than my little fingernail), brown and 
iridescent blue or purple above and variously marked beneath. How to distinguish them? Well, for a start, look at 
their habitat. They will often be close to the caterpillar food plant: saltbush for the Chequered Blue, dodder laurel 
for Common Dusky Blue and Blotched Blue, mistletoes for the Olane Azure, pimeleas, plantains, westringea and 
eremophila for the Rayed Blue, legumes for the Pea Blue and Common Grass-blue. The caterpillars of the 
Double-spotted Lineblue, Small Ant-blue and Fiery Jewel, are usually on wattles and their larvae may be 


attended by ants. The caterpillars of the Small Copper (yes, it's in the blue family) likes yellow wood-sorrel and 
also lives with ants. 


You will see less blue among the blue wrens (Superb Fairy-wrens to give them their correct name) in the coming 
months. Only the dominant male, usually more than four years old, retains his full plumage outside the breeding 
season. Males in eclipse and immature males only have blue in the tail. Young males get their blue tail and black 
bill before their first winter. Females never have blue and have a red-brown bill, lores and eye-ring. (The lore is 
the space between the base of the bill and the eye). Throughout winter several wren parties may band together 
and roam widely, one blue bird and a dozen browns. Look them over and see how many males you can spot. The 
blue fellow is not a ‘mormon wren’, as was once believed, and come breeding time it is possible that the female 
will have more than one mate. 


If we are thinking of blue flowers, the bluebells Wahlenbergia come first to mind. Several grassland species occur 


around Geelong and there may be an odd one still in flower. Come spring, go poking about in cemeteries for 
v them. 


(Continued on page 3) 


SS 
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(Continued from page 2) 


If you are wanting a clear blue flower, the prize must go to the Blue Pincushion Brunonia australis. It is unique to 
Australia, one genus, only one species, named after Robert Brown, the botanist who was with Matthew Flinders 
and who wrote the first Flora of Australia. Brown collected a specimen from the Port Phillip area in February 


1804. The pincushion is really lots of tightly packed flowers and the gold and silver “pins” are the styles. 
Stunning! 


Durdiwarrah is a good place to find it in late spring. 


And now for the blue-bloods. You can find them on the Point Lonsdale rock shelf any time the tide is really low, 
clinging fast to the bare rock out past the sea-grape beds. They are the chitons or coat-of mail shells, which are 
in a class all of their own, the Polyplacophora, which means “many shell bearers”. 


The chiton shell has eight separate overlapping plates, like protective armour, held in place around the edge by a 
leather-like girdle. Single butterfly-shaped plates are often found washed up on the sand. Chitons grip the hard 
rock tightly by day and feed by night on algae which they scrape off with a special long, horny, toothed ribbon 
called a radula. Most species hide under rocks during daylight hours, for they are very sensitive to light. They 
may have hundreds, even thousands, of little “eye-bulbs” embedded in the shell , each with a nerve-ending 
connecting to a light receptor. In some species simple eyes with a lens may develop. 


The chitons lying exposed out on the Point Lonsdale rock shelf are most likely to be the White Chiton Plaxiphora 
albida, whose shell is often covered with an algal growth. | guess they don’t have many shell-eyes. If you manage 
to prise one off you will see its large fleshy foot, a lovely apricot colour, characteristic of this species. When they 


move, chitons seem to glide along in a series of blushing waves as each section of the muscular foot expands 
and contracts. 


Chitons are blue-bloods in their own*right, for their blood contains dissolved haemocyanin, a blue copper- 
containing protein that carries oxygen. 


There are only about 650 living species of chitons, but the group has lasted relatively unchanged for over 500 
million years. 


Plants and animals make the most of conditions to help them survive, both long and short term. The swans at 
Jerringot took advantage of the heavy rains just after Christmas to nest for a second time this season. The result 
is two downy cygnets following their parents around the wetland. No doubt the big inland floods will result in a 
massive breeding of birds in and around Lake Eyre and magnificent wildflower displays. 


Because it is so dry here, | predict a great wattle season, if the buds of the Black Wattles at Jerringot are any 
indication. When the autumn rains come, hopefully later this month, it will be interesting to see what and how 
bush regeneration will occur. So many trees appear dead or dying. 


And the snipe have left for Japan. Who saw the last one this year? How many Cattle Egrets will take their place? 
Watch out, too, for any overwintering waders. Orange-bellied Parrots should return to Geelong. about Anzac Day. 
Mistletoebirds will be following the ripening mistletoe berries. The wire-leaf mistletoes at Edwards Point have 
beautiful pink fruits right now. 


And also ... | thought | had finished for the month, but | have just discovered a large brown geometer (looper) 
caterpillar on my rosemary grevillea. | almost pruned it off! A motionless brown twig with two little black thorns a 
third of the way along its body and two round orange nipples edged with black near its rear end. It has a row of 
black-bordered orange circles along each side and tiny cream and black spots scattered over its almost hairless 
body. A pair of claspers are at its rear and it has two pairs of prolegs, those soft, muscular and unjointed ‘false 
legs’ which are so important in locomotion. 


After some homework and consultation with the King, | believe it is the caterpillar of the Grevillea or Wine- 
coloured Moth Oenochroma vinaria. After pupating in a loose silken sheath, it will develop into a beautiful red- 
brown moth that looks just like a dead gum leaf. 


It pays to keep a look out, doesn’t it! 


By the way, have you ever seen that brilliant metallic, blue/green, daytime-flying moth Pollanisus 
viridipulverulenta? Sometimes blue, sometimes green, it is perhaps more spectacular than the blue butterflies, 
which close their wings so often. Its caterpillars feed on golden guinea-flowers. 


o 
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 
... Barry Lingham 


April 2000 
| have pleasure in presenting the thirty-ninth annual 
report of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club. 


The past year has come and gone in a blur of activity. 
The GFNC has many scheduled activities and a host of 
other external commitments, so there has always been 
something ‘on-the boil’. 


Because of the continual pressure to keep all of these 
functions running effectively, it is sometimes difficult to 
stand back and review our progress and devise more 
effective methods of operating. By nature, Field 
Naturalists tend to be a conservative group, keen to build 
on traditions and the best practices of the past, but 
sometimes we need new blood to allow the creation of 
new traditions and ideas. | will attempt a brief review, but 
I hope that the new committee and the members of the 
GFNC will continue to improve upon what has come 
before. 


Club Management 


Despite the difficulties encountered with the committee 
functioning without a vice-president or an official 
secretary, the overall management of the GFNC has 
been generally effective. This is due to the generous 
efforts made by many people - | was lucky to have three 
experienced ex-Presidents to guide me in Club 
management matters plus an enthusiastic group of 
‘newer members’ who helped to ensure that most things 
ran smoothly. 


During the year, Alison Watson acted as the inward 
correspondence secretary and Diana Primrose kept the 
correspondence files in order. All members of the 
committee were able to step in if someone was away for 
a period. 


Keeping track of all the various activities of the Club can 
be confusing. The telephone seemed to be always 
ringing or | was phoning someone else in an attempt to 
keep the lines of communication open. Thanks also to 
my three children who took messages when | was not 
around. 


The GFNC Program 


The program has included a wide range of guest 
speakers, excursions and activities. When planning the 
events for the coming year, we have responded to ideas 
from Club members and also reviewed programs from 
previous years. It is useful to revisit excursion sites at 
least every ten years to note changes taking place to 
local habitats. 


GENC Publications 


Field Naturalists Clubs from across the state have 
commented upon the standard of articles and the number 
of interesting items of information that are published in 
the Geelong Naturalist. The effort, time and expertise 
contributed by Alban Lloyd-Jones as the editor of this 
publication has been outstanding. He has reliably 
produced each issue for six years, devoting up to 30 
hours per month in the production process. We owe 
Alban a huge vote of thanks, as his dedication has 
allowed the Naturalist to be a newsworthy and 
educational journal of the activities of the GFNC. 


Several members will form a working party that will 
produce the Naturalist in future. We thank the members 
of this group for volunteering their time. 


In 1993, Marilyn Hewish and Margaret Cameron put 
together the first separate publication of the Geelong Bird 
Report. Since then, the annual publication has grown to 
include a vast number of observations, articles and other 
useful information for those interested in the birds of the 
Geelong region. Marilyn works all year at compiling the 
report with help from Margaret Cameron, Trevor Pescott 
and the members of the Bird Group. 


Ade Foster has the GFNC website up and running. If you 
have time, it is possible to spend hours exploring all the 
information on this site and when you have done that, 
you can follow some of the links to other interesting 
websites. Thanks to Ade for your enthusiasm and effort 
in establishing the website. 


Conservation Issues 


There have been several major conservation issues that 
have involved the GFNC during the past year. 


The Water Sports Complex planned for the Belmont 
Common has been taken off the agenda, but there is still 
a push from the rowing community and sections of the 
Council to resurrect the concept. We will continue to 
push for development of the Common in ways that will 
promote the local environment and provide a resource 
for all Geelong residents and visitors rather than a small 
section of the population. 


The Regional Forest Agreement processes and 
recommendations have been strongly opposed by the 
GFNC and local environment groups. These 
agreements can give guaranteed timber supply from 
native forests for up to 20 years. This has major 
implications for the Otway forests that are a prime tourist 
attraction, magnificent habitat for flora and fauna plus the 
main catchment for our water supply. We trust that the 
final decisions will be environmentally sensitive. 


The ECC has recommended the establishment of several 
marine parks including some Marine National Parks. 
These parks would provide an oasis for the development 
of marine life in a similar fashion to the terrestrial 
National Parks. The GFNC has given its support to these 
proposals. 


(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 


The Conservation Sub-group meets irregularly to review 
conservation issues and submit responses on behalf the 
GFNC. We need more people involved in this group - 
please contact a committee member if you can assist. 


Club Resources 


We are continually adding to the equipment, facilities and 
library resources of the GFNC. Plans are in place for 
further investment over the next few years, but if you 
have any thoughts on Club purchases, please see the 
Treasurer. 


Education 


As well as our guest speakers and publications, the 
GFNC is involved in many educational activities. The 
biggest would be the Environmental Expo held annually 
in June where hundreds of school children participate in 
activities designed to make them more aware of their 
local environment. The Expo involves many of our 
members and this joint venture with the City of Greater 
Geelong and the Geelong Environment Council has been 
very successful. 


Each year, the Latham’s Snipe return to Jerringot and this 
is when Valda Dedman and her assistants invite local 
school children to the “Snipefest”. The children really 
enjoy this fun day, as do the GFNC members who help 
show the students why Jerringot is so special. 


Recording Natural History Data 


The volume of observations continues to grow, although 
the majority are still bird observations. We need to 
improve our recording and reporting of non-bird 
observations - is there anyone who is keen to take on this 
role? 


Projects 


The Ted Errey Nature Circuit in the Brisbane Ranges has 
been carefully surveyed and Dick Southcombe and his 
helpers have been designing the interpretive signs that 
will be erected around the track. We have received grant 
money to enable this to occur. 


Further interpretive signage will be erected at Jerringot 
with the assistance of grant money. The Jerringot Group 
will be working on this over the next half year. 


Bernie Franke has designed and produced a new 
publicity brochure for the GFNC. This will be distributed 
at sites around Geelong , encouraging members of the 
public to contact the GFNC if they are interested in 
natural history. 


Finances 


The GFNC continues to be able to provide a wide range 
of services for a very reasonable membership rate. The 
financial reserves have been maintained and club 
expenditure kept within limits. Thanks must go to Ray 
Baverstock for his diligence in keeping the books over 
the past years. 


Representatives’on External Bodies 


There are a large number of different groups within the 
community that have members representing the GFNC. 
They range from Friends Groups, Local Government 
committees, Local Authority committees to joint projects. 


Input into these groups provides a vital link between the 
community and the GFNC. It allows our views to be 
heard and information to flow to the GFNC. Through the 
efforts of our representatives, the influence of the GFNC 
is enhanced, allowing us to maintain credibility as an 
authority on matters related to the management of the 
local environment. There are always vacancies available 
to act as a representative - please consider volunteering 
for one of these jobs. 


Membership Records and Recruitment 


Alban Lloyd-Jones has done a great job as our 
membership officer, keeping records of all members and 
their details. Jan Venters has volunteered to fill this 
position in future. 


Our membership has remained reasonably steady for 
several years, with new members joining at about the 
same rate as members have left the Club. This pattern 
tends to reflect changing lifestyles where many people 
find it difficult to get the time to become involved in our 
activities. 


| would like to see the membership increase more 
rapidly - Geelong's population has grown remarkably 
since the 1970s, yet the GFNC membership is now only 
half of the membership then. Please inform your friends, 
neighbours and acquaintances about the GFNC and 
encourage them to join our Club. 


Reminiscin 


| have spent two very satisfying years as GFNC 
president. When I took on the job, | did not realise quite 
the esteem that the position held within the local 
community. The office of President of the GFNC has 
been enhanced by people of high calibre for over three 
decades. When | deal with other community groups, it is 
obvious that the Geelong Field Naturalists Club has 
developed a reputation for reliability, expertise, integrity 
and community service that is of the highest order. 


The aims of the GFNC are simple, yet honourable 

e to stimulate the study and appreciation of natural 
history 

e to preserve and protect our flora and fauna 

What we do is important; the things we wish to achieve 

really matter; our efforts are producing worthwhile 

outcomes. 


| have been proud to be involved with the people and 
projects that have been undertaken by the GFNC. We 
are fortunate to have a close knit group who support one 
another to uphold the traditions of the GFNC. | thank you 
for your support and friendship, and trust that the next 
President will also enjoy the experiences that | have had. 


OD 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 
... Barry Lingham 


March 21% 2000 
Speaker: Michael Fendley 
Topic: Threatened Birds Network 


The Threatened Bird Network 
(TBN), established by Birds 
Australia and the Endangered 
Species Program Environment 
Australia, aims to encourage 
community participation in urgent 
conservation tasks for threatened 
birds. 


Mick Fendley introduced the work 
of the TBN by providing 
information on the people 
involved in some of the TBN 
projects. 


Steve Paton is working on surveys 
of the Gouldian Finch by trapping 
these colourful birds using a large 
mist net strategically positioned 
near a water hole. 


Steve is a quiet person, but he is 
very enthusiastic about his role in 
trying to protect this species. 
Most of his work is around the 
Mount Todd goldmine area. 
Gouldian Finches are declining 
throughout Queensland, although 
there are still good populations in 
Northern Territory and Western 
Australia. 


Jean survives the summer in a 
primitive galvanised iron hut in 
Birch’s Inlet, southern Tasmania. 
The only access to the area is by 
boat, and Jean spends some four 
hours each day monitoring the 
population of Orange-bellied 
Parrots that have been re- 
introduced into this area in an 
attempt to establish a “new 
breeding population. Buttongrass 
plains are prevalent here - they 
are the preferred habitat of 
breeding OBPs. 


The TBN emphasises the 
invaluable contribution that people 
can make to the conservation of 


birds. Most of the projects ` 


undertaken by the TBN involve at 
least 10 people, but some projects 
have up to 600 volunteers 


One successful project has been 
based on a recovery program for 
the South-east Australian sub- 
species of the Red-tailed Black- 
Cockatoo. The total known 
population of this species only 
about 800 birds. This program 
involves monitoring of nest sites, 
feeding habits and also radio 
tracking of birds. It will cost $1.6 
million over 5 years (this is typical 
of the costs for each of the TBN 
projects) Some 2070 days of 
volunteer labour will be used as 
part of the extensive program 
designed to increase the 
population of this cockatoo. 


The people involved in the teams 
come from all walks of life - 
government departments, 
ornithologists, land holders, field 
naturalists, land care groups etc. 
Although most plans are for 5 
years, the OBP project has 
already been running for 17 years. 


The definition of a threatened bird 
can be difficult, but if a species 
fits one of these categories, it 
would normally qualify: 

e Less than 10 000 individuals 

e Declining population (drop of 
10% over ten years) 

e Fragmented population or 
population concentrated in a 
small area of less than 20,000 
square kilometres (the area of 
Port Phillip Bay) 


Victoria has recently reviewed the 
threatened species list and the 
Commonwealth will also complete 
a review in the next month. 


127 species (12%) of Australian 
bird species or sub-species are 
considered threatened. This is 
similar to the global average, 
although globally there is a strong 
concentration of threatened 
species on smaller islands. 


Of the 127 species, about one fifth 
of them have TSN projects in 
action. Each. project uses 
different techniques. At Cabbage 
Tree Island off the NSW central 
coast , young Gould’s Petrels 
have been moved to a nearby 
island. It is hoped that the homing 
instincts of these birds will bring 
them back to that spot to breed in 
the future, giving a second 
breeding site. 


In places where suitable nest sites 
or material are scarce, specially 
designed nest boxes may be 
used. Boxes were used in the 
Gould's Petrel and the Superb 
Parrot projects. 


Projects cover many areas of 
Australia, from rain forest (Cox's 
Parrot) to Mallee scrub (Mallee 
Fowl) to swamps in the Flinders 
Ranges (Southern Emu Wren) 


Work undertaken by volunteers 
can be as little as a half day 
survey, or as much as a 2 month 
trek to follow and survey Black- 
eared Miners. 


People involved in the programs 

benefit by: 

e giving their bird watching 
maximum effect by targeting a 
specific interest. 

e being introduced to new 
species, or areas that are not 
normally able to be accessed. 

e keeping up-to-date with the 
status of threatened species 

e meeting positive, motivated 
people. 


Mick works for several days each 
week organising projects, along 
with Mike Weston who we met 
from his work with Hooded 
Plovers. They are certainly 
enthusiastic and dedicated 
individuals. Perhaps they may 
inspire you to become involved in 
the TBN. 


Next Meeting (April 18°" ) 


Valda Dedman has been a regular 
contributor as a speaker to the 
bird group. This year, she is 
speaking on “Pigeons”. Valda is 
meticulous in her research and 
always presents interesting 
information gleaned from her 
studies. 


Oo 
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AN ANT WITH A LIKING FOR THE BEACH 


by Dave King 


Introduction 

The recent VFNCA week-end camp-out (11, 12 & 13th March, 2000) included a visit to’ Breamlea (38° 18' 10"S 
144° 22' 55"E) with a walk along the southern side of the Bream Creek estuary. Here, at the point where the 
Creek rounds a sandy spit, a beach has formed backed by a raised flat area of sand recently cleared of 
environmental weeds and now supporting native flora. One would not be surprised to find ants nesting here, 
well above any tidal influence. None were observed here. In contrast on the beach, immediately along the last 
tide line formed some two hours previously, were a series of ant nest holes being actively excavated. These 
holes were relatively closely spaced, at an average 30 to 40 mm apart, over a distance of about 10 metres. 


The interesting aspect to this is that there appeared to be no ants excavating or active in the area of dry sand 
above the tide-line. This was in contrast to when a later visit was made on 20th March, at which time rain had 
dampened all the sand above the current tide-line. At this visit no nest holes had been excavated along the tide- 
line, but active nest holes were randomly placed over that area which on the first visit had been totally dry. 


Specimens of the ant were collected and identified as Iridomyrmex ‘vicina’. They are a very small ant, only a 
fraction over two millimetres in length. The specific name ‘vicina’ is in fact a group name, because at this time 
taxonomists have yet to determined if in fact more than one species is involved. The genus Iridomyrmex 
contains over 60 described species to date, and are to be found throughout Australia. 


Description a 

I. ‘vicina’ are monotypic, that is there are only one caste, there being no majors. The colour is a dark brown to 
black body and head , with the relatively long legs paler and their extremities an orange colour. The clypeus 
above the mandibles has the lower edge convoluted. Compound eyes of average size are placed high on the 
head. A single segmented petiole has a node narrow in profile, scale like, a well rounded propodeum rising 
above the mesonotum that carries two nipple like projections of unknown purpose, Fig.1. These appear to be a 
characterictic of the genus Iridomyrmex. 


Discussion 

It appears from the behaviour of /.'vicina’ that they prefer a moist habitat, the interesting point being their 
obvious tolerance of saline conditions. The nest holes being numerous and close together suggests the 
individual nests would consist of relatively few ants and this would make establishing a nest at a new locality an 
easy and rapid process, as was obvious in this instance. 


References 
Anderson, A.N. (1991), The Ants of Southern Australia, CSIRO, Melb. 
Shattuck, S.O. (1999), Australian Ants: their biology & identification, CSIRO, Melb. 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


.…. Betty Moore 


Amongst new magazines this month 
we have:- 


Friends of the You Yangs Inc 

N/Letter No. 140. Interesting 
descriptions and details about the 
Lesser Long-eared Bat and the 
Chocolate Wattled Bat, the two 
species of bats found in a bat- 
trapping exercise at the You Yangs. 


Australia Nature; Autumn 2000 
(Australian Museum). Flowers have 
various ways of attracting 
pollinators. Best known are colour 
and smell, but have you heard of 
sound being used? It has been 
found that a tropical vine uses this 


method. Read about it in ‘Nature 
Strips‘. 
Other interesting reading in the 


magazine includes articles on Tube- 
nosed Insectivorous Bats, Rock 
Ringtail Possums, Butterfly Sex, 
Magpie Geese and Western Buffalo 
Bream. 


Habitat Vol.28 No 1 (ACF) ‘The 
Treasures of Cape Range’ by David 
Sutton. This is a region 1200 km. 
north of Perth which has greatly 
diverse natural wealth. Ningaloo 
Reef is Australia’s longest and most 
spectacular fringing coral reef which 
is also renowned for the annual 
appearance of the world's largest 
fish, the Whale Shark. Evidence of 
Aboriginal habitation exceeding 
30,000 years has been recorded 
together with the earliest evidence 
of human decorative traditions in 
Australia. 


The present management of the 
area gives cause for environmental 
concern. 


‘The Fatal Shore’ by John Sinclair. 
The facts that Fraser Island was 
proclaimed a national park in 1971 
and given recognition as a World 
Heritage Area in 1992, have not 
given the island the environmental 
security hoped for. Fraser Island 
managers have concentrated mainly 
on tourism aspects. ‘Catering for 
four-wheel drives is taking 
precedence over protecting the 
environment’. 


If you are in the mood for a bit of 
solid reading, the library has 
received - 


NR&E — Action statement No 100 — 
The introduction of exotic organisms 
into Victorian Marine waters. 

Parks Victoria Annual Report 
Consultation Paper prepared by the 
joint Commonwealth/Victorian RFA 
Steering Committee. ‘West 
Victorian Regional Forest 
Agreement Consultation Paper. 


Oo 
SEAVIEW PARK 
REVEGETATION PROJECT: 
... by Polly Cutcliffe 


Pupils from the Belmont Primary 
School (with the help of Geelong 
Field Nats.) collected seed from the 
park in December, from which they 
have now propagated over 1,000 
plants of Kennedia prostrata, Acacia 
retinodes and Themeda australis. 
They are now about to grow cuttings 
of Myoporum insulare for later 
planting at Seaview Park. 


All this work and the care of the 
young plants, takes place at the 
Barwon Water Community Nursery 
(corner of Barwon Terrace and 
Swanston Street) under the 
supervision of Tim Solly. 


If you would like to help with the 
cuttings project, please come along 
on Thursday 6th April — 9.30 to 
10.30 a.m. 

oO 


PLANT GROUP REPORT 
. .. Dick Southcombe 


At our April meeting, Winston 
Huggins will lead a session on plant 
identification aided by flower 
dissection. 


This is an absorbing subject, so 
come prepared with tools of trade, 
reference books, identification keys 
and specimens. Don't forget your 
magnifying glass and microscope if 
you have one. 


Once again it is time to prepare our 
plant group meeting/excursion 
program; bring your suggestions and 
diaries so that it can be finalised for 
inclusion in the club ‘Program of 
Activities’. 


POLLY’S MID-WEEK BIRD 
OUTING 
... Rhonda Jennings 


Rhonda and Don met Kay and Jan 
on Thursday March 16 at the 
appointed time and place in Pt 
Wilson Road to go on a tour of the 
Werribee Treatment Farm. Due to 
Polly and Peter being unable to 
attend, Kay was our leader for the 
day. 


We visited eight main viewing spots, 
with many shorter stops along the 
way. We had glorious weather and 
excellent viewing conditions. 


Many wading birds were still in 
residence including Red-necked 
Stints, Ruddy Turnstones, Golden 
Plover, Curlew Sandpiper, 
Greenshanks, Marsh Sandpiper, 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Double- 
banded Dotterel, Red-capped Plover 
and Wood Sandpiper. Viewing these 
was made really enjoyable due to 
the changing colours in their 
plumage. 


It was a great day for raptors. We 
saw good numbers of Black- 
shouldered Kite, Swamp Harriers, 
Brown Falcon and Whistling Kites. 
One young harrier feasting on a 
fresh rabbit was not very perturbed 
with our car passing by. A fox was 
sitting on the road in front of us; our 
thoughts were that the fox was also 
intent on the rabbit, but he moved 
off as we approached. This was not 
the only fox we saw during the day. 


Our duck species were Chestnut 
Teal, Australian Shelduck, 
Australian Shoveller, Pacific Black, 
Grey Teal and Musk Duck. Hoary- 
headed Grebes were about the farm 
in great numbers. 


Welcome Swallows were 
everywhere. They were in the air, on 
the ground, seemingly in every tree 
and on every available perch. Were 
they extending a ‘welcome’ to our 
small party? 


In all, we saw 62 species; another 
successful morning. Thank you Kay 
for the knowledge you passed on to 
us; it was appreciated. 


Oo 
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MARCH CAMPOUT 
... Dick Southcombe 


Thanks to all who contributed to 
another successful VFNCA 
Campout in Geelong. 


Our visitors appreciated the time 
and effort given by willing 
members who led excursions, 
provided/served food and drink, 
transported gear, set up the hall, 
attended to equipment and 
generally assisted in many helpful 
ways. 


The displays in the hall and 
commentaries in the field by 
members of allied groups added 
localised expertise to our 
program. We are grateful for their 
help and thank Nancy Tserniavsi, 
Kate Laing, Bev Wood, Susan 
Howells, Liz Horler, Dorothy 
Mahler, Graeme Stockton, Peter 
Munster, Ray Hodge, Noel 
Shleiger, Ken bell, Bob Burn, 
Clarrie Handreck and Mark Harry 
and Wendy at the Marine 
Discovery Centre. About 130 
people participated in the 
weekend activities. 


Having a special guest speaker at 
Saturday’s dinner was an 
innovation, especially as our guest 
was politician Geoff Howard, 
Member for Ballarat East and 
Parliamentary secretary for the 
Environment. Geoff was made 
very welcome but at times must 
have felt the ‘angst’ of people 
passionate about their natural 
environment when there is so 


much controversy regarding 
forests, waterways and marine 
parks. Although there was 


insufficient time to complete the 
information exchange session, 
Geoff was warmly thanked for his 
attendance and participation. 


There were many glowing reports 
of the excellent illustrated talks 
presented by Patrick O'Callaghan, 
Tim Allen and Ken Bell who was 
ably supported by Bob Burn and 
Clarrie Handreck. Their 
presentations proved ‘the marine 
scene is an absolutely fascinating 
branch of natural history’. 
Hopefully their talks will be 
reported in later editions of the 
Geelong Naturalist. 

[m] 


April 2000. 


NEW FACES 


As from the night of the AGM you 
will have a new editor and a new 
Membership Officer. 


The editor will be Clare Greenwell 
who has assembled an editorial 
group of about five people, at last 
count, to assist in the production. 


Clare has an artistic flair which 
augers well for your future 
enjoyment of the magazine. 


The Membership Officer is Jan 
Venters. While this is a more low- 
profile job, it is one of the vital 
ones which keeps the club running. 
Jan will be keeping the club 
membership spreadsheet updated, 
supplying lists, labels and other 
material as required. She will make 
sure that you receive your Geelong 
Naturalist - and your 
notices too! 


overdue 


The new committee would want me 
to thank these members for 
undertaking these tasks and 
welcome them into their first 
month in these positions. 


We wish Clare and Jan well. 


All material for future issues of 
the magazine should be directed 
to Clare Greenwell at: 

4 White Street, Belmont, 3216 
Tel: 5243 7047 

Email: 
cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 


Queries relating to your 
membership should be directed to 
Jan Venters: Tel 5222 2830. 


Magazine mailing volunteers will 
need to liaise with Jan from now. 


... Alban Lloyd-Jones 


A TALE OF GREED 


Michelle Pountney, Environment 
Reporter for the Herald Sun, tells 
a tale which we would rather not 
read. 


The ‘critically endangered’ Red- 
tailed Black-Cockatoo which has 
an estimated population of one 
thousand birds was recently dealt 
another blow to its survival 
because of greed or 
incompetence. 


A well known timber company 
wished to plant a Blue Gum 
plantation so it applied to the local 
council to knock down certain 
trees in the 287 ha. property and 
received a planning permit. 


However, an extra eighty trees 
were destroyed in contravention of 
the permit and of the eighteen 
known nesting sites of these 
splendid birds, six were in these 
illegally removed trees. 


The director of municipal services 
for the West Wimmera Shire 
Council, Dale Thornton, said the 
planning permit given to the 
company stated that the trees 
must be kept. 


Courtesy Herald Sun March 22. 


The most likely scenario is that 
the company directors will find a 
way to blame someone else. If 
that fails, they can always shelter 
behind their indemnity insurance 
while they express ‘deep regret 
for this most unfortunate incident’. 


The key point to all this is that this 
particular company rejoices under 
the banner of ‘ethical investments’ 
on the Australian Stock Exchange. 


Are we really the enlightened 
society which we claim to be or is 
greed still our principal 
motivation?—Ed. $ 

Oo 
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NESTING OF EASTERN ROSELLAS IN LEOPOLD IN 1999 


by Rob MacKenzie 


aT ea 


94 Christies Road, Leopold 3224 


Introduction (by Marilyn Hewish) 


Each year, Rob Mackenzie of Leopold gives me many records for the Geelong Bird Report. 
Included among these records are incredibly detailed observations of the birds visiting and 
nesting in his native garden. For reasons of space, the information must be condensed for the 
Bird Reports, but it is too valuable to lie unappreciated and unpublished in a notebook or 
computer file. For this reason, | have extracted, with Rob’s permission, some of this wealth of 
information for unabridged publication in the Geelong Naturalist. 


Since 1998, Eastern Rosellas have nested in a nest-box which Rob erected in a dead Blue Gum 
in his garden. He has spent many hours observing the nest and the family. The nest-box has a 
flip-up lid and a ladder rests permanently against the tree, so that as soon as the sitting bird 
leaves to be fed by its mate, Rob rushes out and up to check the nest contents. From long 
observation of the birds, Rob has his dash timed to perfection (less than 2 minutes) so that often 
the parents never know the nest has been checked. These 1999 observations follow on from the 
breeding records reported in the Geelong Bird Report 1998. On 28 Dec. 1998, the nest-box 
contained 2 healthy young and 3 infertile eggs. 


Observations 

13 Jan. 99: Still attending nest-box - young can't be far from fledging. 

18 Jan. 99: As above. 

19 Jan. 99: As above; young bird’s head out of nest-box entrance when fed. 

21 Jan. 99: Checked nest-box at 19:20 hrs and empty; can't recall other action around nest during day and we 
were away yesterday. Probably fledged yesterday, 20 Jan. 

23 Jan. 99: Pair showing interest in nest-box again. Male flew to perch and peered into box, with female 
nearby. 

30 Jan. 99: | cleaned out and put fresh sawdust in nest-box. 

15 Mar. 99: Quite a commotion with Rosellas in backyard; happening quite frequently when the nesting pair 
(assumed) along with 3 or 4 others (could be from previous broods) go near the nest-box; female 
rushes to the perch at the nest-box with male in nearby dead tree. It seems that they are claiming 
their territory and making sure no others use the box next season. | have previously seen Red-rumps at 
the box as well. 

06 Apr. 99: Male high in Karri making most 'un-Rosella-like' calls - very pleasant, but difficult to describe. | 
raced inside to get binoculars when | first heard it, thinking it was a Swift Parrot. 

14 Apr. 99: Pair visited box in late afternoon; perched in dead branches 1m from box, preening and gnawing 
at dead twigs. Another pair appeared 10m away and male moved towards them but did not chase 
them away. 

27 Apr. 99: Heard bird calling from neighbour's yard and when | mimicked the call, the pair immediately 
rushed to the nest-box tree to defend territory. 

15 May 99: Pair defending the area around the nest-box; chasing and being chased by 6 Noisy Miners. 

22 July 99: Pair at nest-box; nothing in it. 

20 Aug. 99: Still frequently visiting nest-box, female entering more often. | inspected box at 10:00 hrs and no 
eggs but sawdust formed into bowl shape. 

25 Aug. 99: Female spending time in box. No eggs. Saw-dust scratched aside down to base-board. | placed a 
handful of fresh saw-dust in box. 

26 Aug. 99: Female in box for considerable time around 13:00 hrs; male perched near top of dead nest-tree. 

27 Aug. 99: Female flushed at 11:50 hrs; no eggs; neatly formed bowl. 

28 Aug. 99: Female flushed at 12:05 hrs; returned with male at 12:17 and went straight into box, male sat on 
nearby dead branch for 5 mins. and flew off. 

31 Aug. 99: Female flushed at 12:27 hrs; no eggs. 

02 Sept. 99: Female called from box by male and they flew off together. | checked nest at 16:40 hrs; 2 eggs. 

03 Sept. 99: 2 eggs at 8:05 hrs and 17:05 hrs. 

04 Sept. 99: 3 eggs at 17:50 hrs. 

08 Sept. 99: 4 eggs at 12:30 hrs. Male arrived and called female out, probably to feed her, and female 
returned promptly after | had inspected nest. Should lay within next hour or two. 4 eggs at 15:20 
hrs, female flushed; 5 eggs at 17:13 hrs, female flushed. 


(Continued on page 11) 
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09 Sept. 99: Male called female from nest and flew off to the S; both returned after 2 mins with female quickly 
entering box and male flying on. 

10 Sept. 99: At 17:10 hrs, I inspected box, gently knocking trunk first to flush the bird, but as I slid the lid 
open | was surprised to see the female still there, looking up at me. She must have been in the 
process of laying. | watched from a distance and at 17:18 hrs the male arrived and called the female 
out and they flew away together to the S (as usual). The female only returned to enter the box at 17:20 
hrs; 6 eggs. 

12 Sept. 99: At 17:10 hrs male called female from nest and female returned 3 mins later. | inspected nest 
while she was away and still 6 eggs. 

13 Sept. 99: 7 eggs at 11:26 hrs; female flushed. Female was called out at 16:40 hrs and returned with male 
at 16:42 hrs. 

14 Sept. 99: 7 eggs at 17:53 hrs; female flushed. 

15 Sept. 99: At 8:15 hrs, male seen near entrance ruffling feathers and generally displaying, when a female 
arrived and perched 3 m above him. Male did not drive it away but when | approached they flew off 20 m 
together. The sitting female was flushed at 8:18 hrs and still 7 eggs. At 14:00 hrs, inspected nest to find 
female sitting and not happy about lid being opened - harsh grating call and stayed put. At 14:18 hrs 
female flushed and 7 eggs; looks like full clutch. Female called out by male at 17:14.hrs, female returned 
at 17:16. 

16 Sept. 99: Male called female out at 12:27 hrs and female returned at 12:29 hrs. 

18 Sept. 99: Female sitting very tight at 9:25 hrs, even when | opened lid. 

19 Sept. 99: Female called out by male at 17:21 hrs; 7 eggs. 

22 Sept. 99: Female called out at 10:19 hrs. 

23 Sept. 99: Female called out at 13:00 hrs and returned 2 min. 50s later. Still 7 eggs; must be close to 
hatching. 

24 Sept. 99: Female called out at 8:28:30 hrs, returned 8:30 hrs. 7 eggs. 

25 Sept. 99: Female called out at 8:21 hrs, returned 8:22:30 hrs. 7 eggs. Female called out at 12:18:30 hrs, 
returned 12:20 hrs. 

26 Sept. 99: Female called out at 17:56 hrs, returned 17:57:20 hrs. 7 eggs. For 15 mins before this, male was 
chasing off a young (immature?) male that insisted on landing in the dead nest-tree. From last ye ar's 
brood? 

27 Sept. 99: Female called out at 7:58 hrs, returned at 7:59:20 hrs. 7 eggs. Female called out at 13:37 hrs. 
Did not inspect. 

28 Sept. 99: Female called out at 17:14 hrs, returned 17:15 hrs; 2 nestlings, 5 eggs. 

29 Sept. 99: Female called out at 17:50 hrs, returned at 17:51:20; 2 nestlings, 5 eggs. 

30 Sept. 99: Female called out at 9:40:30 hrs, returned 9:42:10 hrs; 2 nestlings, 5 eggs. Female called out at 
15:10:30 hrs; | did not inspect. Female called out at 16:24:30 hrs, returned 16:25:35 hrs. 

02 Oct. 99: Female called out at 12:32:40 hrs, returned at 12:34:20 hrs. Female called out at 18:28 hrs, 
returned at 18:29:30 hrs and male also entered box but left and flew off at 18:30 hrs; 2 young and 4 eggs. 

12 Oct. 99: At 12:45 hrs, 3 young and 3 eggs in nest; 1 young considerably smaller than other 2. 

22 Oct. 99: 3 young and 1 egg. Young showing coloured feathers. Could have been other eggs but | didn't 
move young away. 

29 Oct. 99: At 21:00 hrs adults seemed to be acting ‘strangely’ around nest-box and | assumed young could 
be ready to fledge. At 12:36 hrs | noticed a chick sitting in the entrance, head and upper body out. 
This happened on and off for rest of day with adults trying to entice it out, but at 19:00 hrs they were still 
in box; | checked at 17:21 hrs and 3 young still in nest. At one stage another male sat with male parent 
on branch near box and was not chased away. Female parent returned, with another bird (didn't see sex) 
and immediately both 'strays' were sent off. Young still in box at 17:15 hrs when male and female were 
on thin branch close to box with male attempting to mount female; went on for some time with male 
trying to get upper position on branch for easier access, twice placing his claw on her back. She wasn't 
having any and at one stage gently fended him off with raised claw. 

30 Oct. 99: At 12:35 hrs | flushed female and on inspection, the small young was still in the box with 3 eggs, 1 
of which appeared cleaner and fresher than others. The 2 older young must have fledged this morning. 

31 Oct. 99: At 18:30 hrs (EDST) young still in box. Male chasing Red-rumps from White Peppermint 15 m 
away. 

01 Nov. 99: At 16:45 hrs, female flushed from box; last young bird has fledged. 4 eggs now in nest including 1 
fresh, 1 probable second egg in new clutch, and 2 old eggs from 1st clutch. 

02 Nov. 99: At 17:50 hrs, no change. 

04 Nov. 99: At 14:55 hrs, still'4 eggs; same at 19:40 hrs. 

05 Nov. 99: At 9:29 hrs, still 4 eggs. 

10 Nov. 99: Juvenile from first clutch briefly in White Peppermint; still a bit clumsy in flight. 

41 Nov. 99: Adult male at feed tray with juvenile which followed him around closely but appeared able to feed 
itself. Seen later in the day perched near nest-box, with adult male about 6 m away. 


(Continued on page 12) 
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17 Nov. 99: Inspected nest-box and surprised to see 7 eggs. Female flushed. | had assumed that 4 eggs was 
complete clutch and didn't bother to check box since 5 Nov. All eggs seem clean and uniform; have no 
idea if some are still from 1st clutch. 17:02 hrs. 

19 Nov. 99: At 9:06 hrs, still 7 eggs. Female flushed. 

22 Nov. 99: Adult male with 2 juveniles at seed tray; young keep close. 

23 Nov. 99: Adult female flushed at 18:56 hrs; 6 eggs and 1 nestling. 

24 Nov. 99: At 9:12 hrs, 1 nestling and 6 eggs; at 20:11 hrs angry female wouldn't budge. 

25 Nov. 99: At 13:05 hrs, 2 nestlings and 5 eggs. Female wouldn't leave. 

27 Nov. 99: 3 young, 4 eggs. Female stayed put. 

29 Nov. 99: 4 young, 3 eggs. Female was called out at 8:47 hrs. 

01 Dec. 99: 4 young, 3 eggs. Female called out at 11:33 hrs. 

03 Dec. 99: 2 healthy young, 1 not long dead, 3 eggs at 17:15 hrs. We had had a Spell of hot weather up to 
37° over last 3 or 4 days. 

07 Dec. 99: 2 young, 3 eggs at 13:45 hrs. 

22 Dec. 99: 2 large, noisy young; can't be far from fledging. 

23 Dec. 99: As above, 16:49 hrs. 

24 Dec. 99: 1 young bird actually seen to fledge - what luck! | just happened to be watching nest-box when 
young left and was quickly accompanied by both parents and flew off awkwardly due E at 12:07 hrs. Box 
was inspected immediately and was empty; other young must have fledged since 16:49 hrs yesterday. A 
little later both parents were noticed in bloodwood and on inspection | found one of the young; it was still 
there at 14:00 hrs. This was probably the first fledged bird as the second flew 50 m due E of nest-box, 
and bloodwood is 30 m SE. Male parent was chasing away any Red-rumped Parrots that came too 
close. 

o 


OBSERVATION REPORTS -- compiled by Barry Lingham 


Observations were submitted by Marilyn & Dean (MHe,DHe), Ray Baverstock (RBa), Hans Streefkerk (HS), 
Rachel Keary (RK), John Newman (JN), Phillip Russell (PRu), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Valda Dedman (VWD), 
Gordon McCarthy (GMc), John Bottomley (JB), Jocelyn Calvert (JCa), Dave King (DK), Jim Dedman (JDe), 
Barry Lingham (BL), Craig Morley (CMo), Bev Morwood (BMo), Nola Haines (NH), Rhonda Jennings (RJ), 
Don Jennings (DJ), Margaret Wadsworth (MW) 


This may be the largest number of contributors for one month of observations. We certainly had a wide 
variety of observations and | could not “cull” many as they were all too interesting! Rachel Keary had a 
Nankeen Night Heron perched on her neighbours veranda on four days . It was eating pygmy perch and 
mosquito fish in the rapidly drying water holes. 


The GFNC excursion to Lake Victoria coincided with a massing of many species (pity the poor birdos who 
went there a few days later and saw hardly any birds). Some 10 000 small waders (Red-necked Stints, Sharp- 
tailed Sandpipers and Curlew Sandpipers) were seen feeding along the southern shore line. The lake was 
very low, giving plenty of exposed mud flats for feeding. The birds made an impressive sight as the huge 
flock wheeled and dipped over the lake. A large gathering of small terns allowed the “experts” to try and pick 
the Fairy Terns from the Little Terns. This was exceptionally difficult, even with telescopes at a short range. 
It would have been much easier when the birds were in breeding plumage, but most birds were moulting into 
the winter plumage or they were immatures. 


It is good to note the return of the crakes to Jerringot - | am sure we will get more reports from now until rains 
start to fill the wetland again. Several raptor species are either becoming more common or our observers are 
spotting them more often. Many reports of Wedge-tailed Eagles indicate a slow build up of population in the 
area, and sightings of Black Kites are also becoming more frequent. Following on from last month, a new 
sighting of a Collared Sparrowhawk was made by John Bottomley. This bird was very small and easy to 
identify. 


We have had very few records of swift species this year - perhaps they will arrive when the weather finally 
‘breaks’. Graeme Tribe noted a ‘non-observation’ - no swan on the Barwon Estuary for six months and only 
one record of Black Duck for 6 months. 


Nola Haines has seen a few bush birds at Drumcondra including a White-browed Scrubwren, Superb Fairy 
Wren, Silvereye and Grey Fantail. The Zebra Finch would most likely be an aviary escapee, although many 
records of these birds have come from the Werribee area. 
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Short-tailed Shearwater 1000s 
Darter 1 
1 

Nankeen Night Heron 1 
Hoary-headed Grebe 15 
250 

Australasian Grebe 7 


Spotless Crake 3 
Brolga 3 
Common Sandpiper 1 
Latham's Snipe 1 


Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 1500 


Red-necked Stint 6500 
Curlew Sandpiper 1000 
Banded Lapwing 4 
Hooded Plover 2 
2 
Little Tern 10 
Fairy Tern 240 
Black Kite 
1 
1 
Whistling Kite 2 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 4 
4 
2 
Little Eagle 
Brown Goshawk 1 
1 
Collared Sparrow Hawk 


Black Falcon 1 
Nankeen Kestrel 5 
Common Bronzewing 1 
Crested Pigeon 4 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 11 


7 

12 

7 

37 

3 

6 

20+ 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 5 
12 

5 

10 

1 

3 

Galah 20 
Rainbow Lorikeet 30+. 
Red-rumped Parrot 15 
Brush Cuckoo 1 
White-throated Needletail 3 
Fork Tailed Swift 5 
Laughing Kookaburra 1 


2000-02-20 
2000-03-20 
2000-02-15 
2000-02-25 
2000-02-20 
2000-02-20 
2000-02-20 


2000-03-16 
2000-02-21 
2000-03-21 
2000-03-12 
2000-03-02 
2000-02-20 
2000-02-20 
2000-02-20 
2000-02-01 
2000-02-20 
2000-03-17 
2000-02-20 
2000-02-20 
2000-03-13 
2000-01-21 
2000-03-20 
2000-03-28 
2009-03-19 
2000-03-16 
2000-03-02 
2000-02-27 
2000-03-19 


1 
2000-03-16 
2000-03-19 
2000-03-16 
2000-03-20 


2000-02-18 
2000-01-22 
2000-01-02 
2000-03-09 
2000-03-06 
2000-03-21 
2000-03-06 
2000-03-07 
2000-03-10 
2000-03-06 
2000-02-28 
2000-02-21 
2000-03-13 
2000-03-02 

Late Feb 
2000-03-20 
2000-03-01 
2000-02-27 
2000-02-17 
2000-03-06 
2000-03-20 
2000-03-11 
2000-03-18 
2000-02-20 
2000-02-28 


Point Lonsdale Lighthouse. Feeding raft off shore. MHe 
Barwon River, Newtown RBa 
Barwon River upstream from Balliang HS 
Mt Duneed. Perched on veranda. Seen over four days Ri 
Lake Lorne. All sitting on nests in azolla. MHe 
Lake Victoria MHe 
Lake Lorne. Two families, one with one chick and the 
other with two. MHe 
Jerringot. Single birds seen 12/3, 13/3, 17/3 and 19/3 JN 
- Point Henry PRu 
K Road Cliffs, Werribee South RBu 
Jerringot (late record) JN 
Jerringot (late record) VWD 
Lake Victoria MHe 
Lake Victoria MHe 
Lake Victoria MHe 
Werribee RBu 
Lake Victoria ` MHe 
Black Rock GMc 
Lake Victoria MHe 
Lake Victoria MHe 
Exford Weir (Melton) MHe 
Cobbledicks Ford Reserve RBu 
Bacchus Marsh. MHe 
Anakie. JB, JCa 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve DK 
Cobbledicks Ford Reserve. Two adults and two juveniles RBu 
Pollocksford JDe 
Buckley JN 
Balliang East. Juvenile bird RBu 
Mt Anakie RBu 
Anakie. 1 km south of township. JB, JCa 
Wallington BL 
Belmont. An immature GMc 
Bannockburn. An immature GMc 
Newtown. Also 12/3 CMo 
Lovely Banks. Eating carrion on side of Midland Highway. 
A very small bird of about 30 cms. JB 
Melton. Also seen on 22/2 and 20/3. MHe 
Mt Anakie RBu 
nverleigh Common JN 
Cobbledicks Ford Reserve RBu 
Highton. Also on 07/03(11), 14/03(16), 21/03(32) VWD 
Wallington BL 
Highton. Flying NE at 0940 RBa 
East Geelong RP 
Waurn Ponds RP 
Queens Park. Also 20/3 (10) CMo 
Waurn Ponds JCa 
ndented Head. Arrived last year on 23/02/99 BMo 
Highton. Also on 14/03(1), 21/03(4) VWD 
Pollocksford. Very unusual in this area. JDe 
Newtown. Still present in early March. CMo 
Queens Park CMo 
Drumcondra NH 
Newtown. Eating in pine trees at The Heights. NH 
Drumcondra. Eating almonds in tree. Also 1 on 29/02/00 NH 
Highton. Largest flock seen by RBa. RBa 
Queens Park CMo 
Long Forest MHe 
Wensleydale JN 
Bacchus Marsh DHe 
Newtown CMo 


(Continued on page 14) 


14 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol 35 No. 11 April 2000. 
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Superb Fairy Wren 


Rufous Bristlebird 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Yellow Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 


Scarlet Robin 
Eastern Yellow Robin 


Rufous Whistler 
Grey Fantail 


Restless Flycatcher 
Olive-backed Oriole 
White-browed Woodswallow 
Dusky Woodswallow 

Grey Butcherbird 


Australian Magpie 
Pied Currawong 


Grey Currawong 


White-winged Chough 
Brown Songlark 
Greenfinch 

Zebra Finch 


Silvereye 
Common Myna 


1 


N 


a 


N 
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1or2 
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4 


2000-01-01 


2000-01-08 


2000-03-03 
2000-01-28 
2000-01-02 
2000-02-28 
2000-03-10 
2000-03-11 
2000-03-06 
2000-03-05 
2000-03-19 


2000-01-02 
2000-03-16 
2000-03-19 
2000-02-22 
2000-03-03 
2000-01-02 
2000-01-21 
2000-01-02 
2000-03-11 
2000-02-24 
2000-03- 
2000-03- 
2000-03-1 
2000-03-0 
2000-02-21 
2000-02- 
2000-03-0 
2000-03- 
2000-01- 
2000-01- 
2000-02- 
2000-03-1 
2000-03- 
2000-03-10 
2000-01-08 
2000-02-07 
2000-03-19 
2000-03-02 


ooo 
AR3S6O200s0o22aan 


Drumcondra. A female plus a juvenile or sometimes a male. 


Noted on 15,19,27 Jan & 6 Feb NH 
Drumcondra. 

One female squawking at an immature female Zebra FinchNH 
Crayfish Bay, Otways. NH 
Drumcondra NH 
Inverleigh Common JN 
Newtown CMo 
Point Lonsdale RJ 
Newtown CMo 
Highton. First return. RBa 
Ocean Grove. First return BL 


DeMotts Road, Anakie. One male and one female. seen 


regularly since. JB, JCa 
nverleigh Common JN 
Cobbledicks Ford Reserve RBu 
DeMotts Road, Anakie. Heard. Very late in year. MHe 
Drumcondra NH 
Highton. Seen in morning. and afternoon. RBa 
nverleigh Common JN 
Wyndham Park, Werribee RBu 
nverleigh Common JN 
Lake Merrimu MHe 
Heard daily until 10/3/00 VWD 
Queens Park DJ 
Newtown CMo 
Bacchus Marsh. Caught and ate a House Sparrow. MHe 
Drumcondra. Heard calling. Also heard 20/3/00 NH 
Drumcondra. Two immature birds. NH 
Newtown. Also 17/2, 28/2, 1/3 and 13/3 CMo 
Queens Park. Also 20/3 two birds. CMo 
Bannockburn Bush GMc 
Gnarwarre JN 
Drumcondra NH 
Laverton Lake Reserve RBu 
Long Forest. In grassland area. MHe 
Bacchus Marsh MHe 
Little River RBu 
Drumcondra. Foraging in Callistemon. NH 
Drumcondra. A Tasmanian bird. Also on 20/2/00(10) NH 
Highton. RBa 
Newcomb. One white bird with dark shoulder patches MW 


A Southern Right Whale was reported off Cape Otway on March 30, with a calf.—Ed. 
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